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   (as of October 30, 2009)

 

Chapter 5.  Signs  
 
25.00 Intent and Purpose  
 
 The purpose of this chapter is intended to accomplish the following objectives: 
 
 a. To encourage a high standard for signs in order that they should be appropriate and to enhance the 

aesthetic appearance and attractiveness of the community, and, to further, create an aesthetic environment 

that contributes to the ability of the community to attract sources of economic development and growth. 
 
 b. To ensure that signs are designed, constructed, installed, and maintained so that public safety and traffic 

safety are not compromised. 
 
 c. To minimize the distractions and the obstructingions-of-views that contributes to traffic hazards and 

endanger the public safety. 
 
 d. To allow for adequate and effective signs for communicating identifications and promoting businesses. 
 
 e. In the interest of public safety, the visibility of street name signs, street address information, and address 

numbers for use by emergency responders (fire, police and medical) is of preeminent importance and 

should be considered during the placement of signs covered under this section chapter. 
 
26.00 Definitions and Quick Reference Chart 
 

Advertising Signs.  Any signs, pictorial or otherwise, regardless of size or shape, which direct attention to a 

business, commodity, attraction, profession, service, or entertainment conducted, sold, offered, manufactured, 

existing, or provided at a location other than on the premises where the sign is located or to which it is affixed. 

Such signs are sometimes called off-premise signs, and include, but are not limited to, those signs commonly 

referred to as outdoor advertising signs, billboards, or poster boards. 
 
 Audible Signs.  Signs which emit any sound capable of being detected on a public road or adjoining property. 
 
 Awning Signs.  See Marquee Signs definition. 
 

Banners.  Signs intended to be hung either with or without a frame, possessing characters, letters, illustrations, 

or ornamentations applied to plastic or fabric of any kind, excluding flags and emblems of political, 

professional, religious, educational, governmental, or corporate organizations. 
 
 Business Signs.  Any signs, pictorial or otherwise, regardless of size or shape, which direct attention to a 

business, commodity, attraction, profession, service, or entertainment conducted, sold, offered, manufactured, 

existing, or provided on the premises where the sign is located or to which it is affixed. Such sign shall also 

include such representations painted on or otherwise affixed to any exterior portion of a business. Business 

signs are sometimes called on-premise signs. 
 

Canopy Signs.  Signs that are erected on a separate, freestanding roof-like covering. 
 

Changeable Copy Signs.  Signs on which message copy is changed manually through the utilization of 

attachable letters, numbers, symbols, and other similar characters or changeable pictorial panels.  Poster panels 

and printed boards are not considered changeable copy signs. 
 

Commercial Center.  A commercial complex consisting of more than one retail, commercial, or office 

establishment grouped together, usually developed under one ownership or management, and generally sharing 

parking areas and vehicular entrances and exits. 
 

Contractors’ Signs.  Signs displaying the names of the builders, contractors, architects, engineers, craftsmen, 

artisans, and similar information erected upon the premises of any work, construction, major repairs, or 

improvements. 
 

Development / Project Signs.  Signs announcing a planned residential, office, business, industrial or mixed use 

development. 
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 Directory Signs.  Any signs listing only the names, uses, or locations of more than one business, activity, firm, 

professional office, or tenant within a building, group of buildings, or commercial center. 
 

Display Area.  That area of a sign including the entire area within a regular geometric shape (square, rectangle, 

triangle, circle, or semicircle) or combination of regular geometric shapes enclosing all of the elements of 

informational or representational matter displayed, including blank masking or any surface shape intended to 

convey ideas, information, or meaning.  The display area shall also include any painted portion, whether on a 

sign or building edifice, that serves as a part or all of a logo or other advertisement for any business product or 

activity. Frames or structural members not bearing informational or representational matter shall not be 

included in calculating the display area.  For double-faced signs that are relatively parallel (forming an angle of 

45 degrees or less) and supported by the same structure, the display area of the sign equals the total display 

area of the largest face.  The display area of other multiple-faced signs equals the total display area of all faces. 
 
 Driveway Signs.  Signs indicating the direction of travel for driveway ingress and/or egress. 
 
 Electronic Message Board.  An electrical or electronic sign using digital technology or a pattern of lights to 

form various words or graphics which is capable of changing copy continuously. 
 
 Flag.  A piece of durable fabric of distinctive design that is used as a symbol or decorative feature. Pennants do 

not qualify under this definition. 
 
 Flashing Signs.  Signs that use a blinking, intermittent or flashing light source. 
 
 Freestanding Signs.  Signs that are permanently secured in the ground and which is not attached to, supported 

 by, or erected on a building or other structure having a principal function other than support of such signs. 
 
 Illuminated Signs.  Signs either internally or externally lighted by an artificial source. 
 
 Incidental Signs.  Signs used in conjunction with equipment or other functional elements of a use or operation. 

These shall include, but not be limited to drive through window menu boards, and signs on automatic teller 

machines, gas pumps, vending machines, or newspaper delivery boxes. 
 
 Inflatable Signs.  Any signs that are either expanded to their full dimensions or supported by gases contained 

within the sign parts, at a pressure greater than atmospheric pressure. Untethered airships are not considered to 

be inflatable signs. Also see Portable or Moveable Signs. 
 
 Marquee Signs.  Any signs erected, stenciled, engraved on, attached to, or suspended from a marquee. A 

marquee is defined as any hood, awning (with or without stanchions), or roof-like structure of permanent 

construction, which is supported from a wall of a building and projects beyond the building wall, and is 

generally designed and constructed to provide protection against weather. 
 
 Moving Signs.  Any sign that has movement caused by means other than the movement of air over the face of 

the sign or into the body of the sign (see windblown signs). 
 
 Off-Premise Signs.  Any signs, pictorial or otherwise, regardless of size or shape, which direct attention to a 

business, commodity, attraction, profession, service, or entertainment conducted, sold, offered, or 

manufactured, existing, or provided at a location other than on the premises where the sign is located or to 

which it is affixed. Such signs include, but are not limited to, signs commonly referred to as outdoor 

advertising signs, billboards, or poster boards. 
 
 On-Premise Signs.  Any signs, pictorial or otherwise, regardless of size or shape, which direct attention to a 

business, commodity, attraction, profession, service, or entertainment conducted, sold, offered, or 

manufactured, existing or provided on the premises where the sign is located or to which it is affixed. Such 

signs shall also include such representations painted on or otherwise affixed to any exterior portion of a 

business. See Business Signs. 
 
 Pennants.  Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, regardless of shape, whether or not containing a 

message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in a series, designed to move with the 

wind. 
 
 Political Campaign Signs.  Signs announcing candidates seeking public office or relating to any election or 

public referendum. 
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Portable or Moveable Signs.  Any signs, which rests upon, but are not attached to the ground, a structure, a 

frame, building, or other surface.  Such signs include, but are not limited to, the following:  trailer signs, signs 

mounted to and/or displayed from a parked vehicle (see Section 26.40k for allowable vehicle signs), sandwich 

board signs, sidewalk or curb signs, and inflatable signs. 
 
 Projecting Signs.  Any signs which are erected on a building wall or structure and extend beyond the wall of 

the building more than twelve inches. 
 
 Projection Signs.  Any signs or graphics that are projected on a wall, building, street, screen, or natural 

backdrop, originating from any projection device which would include, but not be limited to, laser lights, slide 

or video projections, and any other computer or electronic device. 
 

Public Information Signs.  Signs that display information pertinent to the safety, legal responsibilities, or the 

well being of the general public to include, but not be limited to, warning, no trespassing signs, restrooms, 

public telephones, walkways, entrance and exit drives, and traffic directions. 
 
 Real Estate Signs.  Signs offering real estate for sale, rent, or lease. 
 
 Residential/Commercial/Industrial Subdivision and Residential Development Signs.  Permanent signs 

displaying no information other than the name of the subdivision, group housing development, 

apartment/condominium complex, or mobile home park. 
 
 Seasonal Signs.  On-Premise signs advertising seasonal or holiday products or services. 
 

Sign.  Any device which informs or attracts attention. 
 
 Short Term Personal Information Signs.  Signs such as garage sale, lost and found pets, and wedding and 

reception  directions. 
 
 Sponsorship Signs.  Signs employed by a school or by a civic, fraternal, religious, charitable or similar 

organization, which identifies the sponsor (by name, address and/or logo, crest, insignia, trademark or emblem 

only) of recreational or sports facilities provide on the premises where such signs are displayed. “Sponsorship 

Fence Signs” shall mean sponsorship signs affixed to permanent fencing. “Facility” shall mean the entire 

premises of an elementary or secondary school or a recreation or sports facility. 
 

Street Frontage.  That property line of a parcel that abuts a public or private road.  In those cases where no 

property lines abut a road, 25% of the parcel's perimeter shall be a substituted measurement for street frontage 

for the purpose of calculating the maximum display area and number of freestanding signs allowed, as though 

that parcel had only one street frontage. 
 
 Temporary Directional Signs.  Directional signs intended for use with seasonal activities and civic or 

community special events not associated with permanent business activities. 
 
 Temporary Signs.  Signs which are not permanently installed in the ground or affixed to any structure or 

building, and which are erected or displayed for a period of time as allowed in this ordinance. 
 
 Vehicular Signs.  Signs on vehicles or trailers, which are in a street legal operating condition. 
 
 Wall Signs.  Signs attached to the exterior wall of a building or structure, which do not extend beyond the 

building wall more than twelve inches. 
 
 Window Signs.  Signs intended for viewing from the exterior of a window or door. 
 

Windblown Sign.  Any banner, device, or display designed to be moved by natural or artificially generated 

sources of air, that contains a written or pictorial message. 
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Quick Reference Chart 

   
NOTE: All allowed or exempt signs, including flags, must meet the requirements as outlined in this ordinance. 

 

      Sign Type

Ordinance 

Section 

Reference

T P E X

Required 

Setback 

from 

Right-of-

way

Required 

Setback 

from 

Adjoining 

Property

Display Area, 

Height 

and/or 

Spacing 

Restrictions 

 

Advertising Signs 26.60 ✓$ 10 ft.* 10 ft. * ✓

Audible Signs 26.32 ✓

Banners **

Banners over Public R/W 26.40a ✓

Business Signs 26.50 ✓$ 10 ft.* 10 ft.* ✓

Canopy Signs 26.53 ✓$ 10 ft.* 10 ft.* ✓

Changeable Copy Signs 26.52 ✓$ 10 ft.* 10 ft.* ✓

Commercial Center Signs 26.52 ✓$ 10 ft.* 10 ft.* ✓

Contractor’s Signs 26.40b ✓ ✓

Development/Project Signs 26.40f ✓ ✓

Directory Signs 26.52 ✓$ 10 ft.* 10 ft.* ✓

Driveway Signs 26.53 ✓ 10 ft.* ✓

Electronic Message Board 26.52 ** **

Flag 26.20 ✓

Flashing Signs 26.33 ✓

Illuminated Signs 26.13d 

26.15 

26.55

** 

** 

**

** 

** 

**

Incidental Signs 26.20h ✓

Inflatable Signs **

Marquee Signs 26.52 

26.53
✓$ 

✓$

10 ft.* 

10 ft.*

10 ft.* 

10 ft.*
✓ 

✓

Moving Signs 26.34 ✓

Pennants 26.40c ✓$ 10 ft.* ✓

LEGEND:   T = Temporary    P = Permanent   $ = Permit Required    E = Exempt    X = Not Allowed 
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     Sign Type

Ordinance 

Section 

Reference

T P E X

Required 

Setback 

from 

Right-of-

way

Required 

Setback 

from 

Adjoining 

Property

Display Area, 

Height 

and/or 

Spacing 

Restrictions 

     
Political Campaign Signs 26.40d ✓

Portable or Moveable Signs 26.40e ✓$ ✓

Projecting Signs 26.53 ✓$ 10 ft.* 10 ft.* ✓

Projection Signs **

Public Information Signs 26.20c ✓

Real Estate Signs 

     On-Premise 

     Off-Premise 

     On-Premise Sub./Dev. Signs 

     Off-Premise Sub./Dev. Signs

 

26.40f 

26.40f 

26.40f 

26.40f

 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓

 

 

 

 

✓$

 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓

Residential/Commercial/Industrial 

Subdivision and Residential 
Development Signs

26.53 ✓$ 10 ft.* 10 ft.* ✓

Seasonal Signs 26.40g ✓ ✓

Short-Term Personal Information 
Signs

26.40h ✓ ✓

Sponsorship Signs 26.40i ✓

Temporary Directional Signs 26.40j ✓ ✓

Vehicular Signs 26.40k ✓

Wall Signs 26.53 ✓$ ✓

Window Signs 26.20g ✓

Windblown Signs **

 
 * If the distance from the edge of the road to the edge of the right-of-way is greater than 20 feet, the 

   10-foot setback from the road right-of-way shall not apply. 
 
 ** Not considered a type of sign, but as an optional form of construction or method of display. 

 

26.10 General Provisions  
 
 26.11 Construction Standards  
 

All signs shall comply with the appropriate provisions of the County’s Building Code, and shall 

maintain clearances from all overhead electrical conductors in accordance with the National Electric 

Code, provided that no sign shall be installed closer than 10 feet horizontally or vertically from any 

conductor. Temporary signs shall be erected or placed to remain in the intended location and not to 

become a safety hazard or litter problem. 
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 26.12 Unsafe or Hazardous Signs  
 

No sign shall be erected or allowed to remain erected that, in the opinion of the County Building 

Official, is structurally unsafe and constitutes a danger to the public safety.  If any sign should become 

insecure, in danger of falling, or otherwise unsafe, the owner thereof or the person maintaining the sign 

shall immediately secure or remove the sign. 
 
 26.13 Maintenance  
 

To insure that signs are maintained in a safe and aesthetic manner, the following maintenance 

requirements shall apply to all signs. 
 
   a. No sign shall be allowed to have more than 20 percent of its display area, reverse side, or structure 

covered with disfigured, chipped, cracked, ripped, or peeling paint or poster paper for a period of 

more than 30 successive days. 
 
   b. No sign shall be allowed to remain with a bent or broken display area, broken supports, loose 

appendages or struts, or stand more than 15 degrees away from the perpendicular for a period of 

more than 30 successive days. 
 
   c. No sign shall be allowed to have weeds, trees, vines, or other wild vegetation growing upon it for a 

period of more than 30 successive days. 
 
   d. No indirect or internally illuminated sign shall be allowed to have only partial illumination for a 

period of more than 30 successive days. 
 
 26.14 Public Right-of-Way  
 

No portion of any sign shall overhang or encroach upon any public right-of-way. 
 

26.15 Illuminated Signs  
 

All illuminated signs must meet the performance standards related to light and glare as described in 

Article 2, Section 24.50. 
 
26.20 Exempt Signs  
 

The following are not subject to these sign regulations: 
 
 a. Signs not exceeding one square foot in area and bearing only property numbers, post office box numbers, 

or names of occupants on premises not having commercial connotations. 
 
 b. The single flag or insignia of the United States or any other governmental or corporate entity, except when 

displayed in connection with commercial promotion. 
 
 c. Legal notices or identification, public information signs, and directional signs erected as required by 

governmental bodies. 
 
 d. Integral decorations or architectural features of buildings or grounds, except letters, trademarks, moving 

parts, or moving lights. 
 
 e. Signs not exceeding four square feet in area directing and guiding traffic on private property. 

 f. Wall identification signs and commemorative plaques not more than four square feet in area, memorial 

cornerstones or tablets providing information on building erection or commemorating a person or event. 
 
 g. Signs which are not designed to be visible beyond the boundaries of the parcel on which they are located 

or from any public thoroughfare or right-of-way. 
 
 h. Incidental signs or trademarks or product names which are displayed as part of vending machines, 

dispensing machines, automatic teller machines, and gasoline pumps. 
 
26.30 Prohibited Signs  
 
 26.31 Signs Imitating Traffic or Emergency Signals  
 

No sign shall be permitted allowed which imitates an official traffic sign or signal, or contains words or 

symbols displayed in a manner which might mislead or confuse drivers of vehicles, or which displays 

intermittent lights resembling the color, size, shape, or order of lights customarily used in traffic 
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signals, on emergency vehicles, or on law enforcement vehicles, except as part of a permitted private or 

public traffic control sign. 
 
 26.32 Audible Signs  

No sign shall be permitted allowed which emits any sound capable of being detected on a public road or 

adjoining property. 
 
 26.33 Flashing Signs  

No sign shall be permitted allowed which utilizes flashing, blinking, or strobe-type lights, or any type 

of pulsating or moving light.  , except e Electronic message boards may only be used in accordance 

with the provisions of this chapter.  However, electronic message boards are not allowed to flash a 

static message. 
 
 26.34 Moving Signs  

No sign shall be permitted allowed which moves or presents the illusion of movement in any manner, 

when such movement is provided by means other than the movement of air. 
 
 26.35 Signs Attached to or Painted on Selected Features  

No sign shall be permitted allowed which is attached to a utility pole or street sign, or is attached to or 

painted on tree trunks, rocks, or other natural objects. 
 
26.40 Temporary Signs  

In keeping with Section 25.00 Intent and Purpose, temporary signs that are in compliance with the 

requirements of Section 22.10 Driveway and Street Restrictions, Section 26.10 General Provisions, Section 

125.00 Conflict with Other Laws, and all other applicable requirements of this Ordinance, shall be allowed. 
 
 a. Banners over Public Rights-of-Way  
 

Banners spanning over public rights-of-way are allowed, subject to approval by the appropriate South 

Carolina Department of Transportation agency or appropriate local governmental (County or Municipal) 

agency responsible for maintenance of the right-of-way.  Banners attached to existing utility pole shall 

require the approval of such utility agency. 
 
 b. Contractors’ Signs  

Contractor’s Signs displaying the names of the builders, contractors, architects, engineers, craftsmen, 

artisans, and similar information may be erected upon the premises of any work, construction, major 

repairs, or improvements.  The display area of such signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in Restrictive 

Development Districts and 50 square feet in Intensive Development Districts.  Such signs shall be removed 

within seven days of the completion of the work. 
 
 c. Pennants  
 
  Pennants are any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, regardless of shape, whether or not 

containing a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in series, designed to 

move with the wind.  Pennants shall be limited to two strands for every 100 feet of road frontage or portion 

thereof.  A strand is defined as being between two attachment points.  Pennants and/or attachment points 

shall be set back a minimum of 10 feet from the road rights-of-way.  Pennants are allowed only in 

conjunction with the permitting of Portable or Movable signs. 
  
 d. Political Campaign Signs  
 

Signs announcing candidates seeking public office or relating to any election or public referendum shall be 

allowed.  Such signs shall be placed only on private property, and removed within seven days after the 

election or referendum.  These signs do not have to be set back from road rights-of-way. 
 
 e. Portable or Movable Signs  
 
  Portable or movable signs shall be permitted up to two separate times per year for a period not to exceed 

30 consecutive days per occurrence. Portable signs must be located at least 20 feet from any adjoining 

business signs or small advertising signs. Pennants are allowed only in conjunction with a permit under 

this section and in accordance with Section 26.40c. 
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  Individual business centers and commercial centers may have one portable sign per 200 feet of street 

frontage or portion thereof. Tenants are limited to one portable sign per occurrence. A parcel with frontage 

on different streets shall have the frontages regulated independently as to number of signs allowed. 

Multiple signs allowed on the same frontage of the same parcel must be located at least 200 feet apart. 

Private restrictive covenants and/or lease agreements for business centers and commercial centers may 

include more restrictive policies for these types of signs. 
 
 f. Real Estate Signs  

Real Estate Signs are temporary signs offering real estate for sale, rent, or lease.  These signs do not have 

to be set back from road rights-of-way, but still must comply with the engineering criteria found in the 

Lexington County Land Development Manual and the Driveway Restrictions found in Section 22.10 of 

this Ordinance. 
 
  On-Premise – The real estate sign display area shall not exceed 6 square feet for individual parcels 

restricted for residential use only and 32 square feet for all other parcels.  There may be only one sign per 

200 feet of street frontage or portion thereof and such signs shall be removed within seven days of the 

conveyance or lease of the property. 
 

Off-Premise – Real estate signs not exceeding 4 square feet in area and 2½ feet in height are allowed off-

premises, provided they are located on private property with the property owners’ permission.  These signs 

do not have to be set back from road rights-of-way.  Such signs shall be removed within seven days of the 

conveyance or lease of the property. 
 
  On-Premise Subdivision/Development/Project Signs shall be allowed in addition to the permanent 

Subdivision/Development Signs provided they do not exceed 32 square feet, one per entrance, and are 

meet the same restrictions for On-Premise and Off-Premise Real Estate Signs, except that Off-Premise 

Development/Project Signs shall be removed after 75 100 percent of the original lots, units, etc. have been 

sold or leased. 
 
  Off-Premise Subdivision/Development Signs shall be allowed provided they are located on private 

property with the property owners’ permission and meet the following requirements: 
 
  1. They must be located no further from the subdivision or development than the first intersection with an 

Arterial (A) street.  If there are multiple directions to arrive at the project there may be multiple signs 

with the maximum distance allowed determined independently in each direction.  
 
  2. These signs shall not contain more than 24 square feet in display area.  The decorative structure on 

which the sign is displayed may not exceed 32 square feet. 
 
  3.  The maximum height of the sign and/or decorative structure shall be 4 feet.  
 
  4. These structures and signs must have the same appearance as the permanent on-site signs and be 

constructed of the same or similar materials.  
 
  5. These off-premise signs must be removed after 90 percent of the lots, units, etc. have been sold or 

leased. 
 

  Multiple subdivisions/developments desiring to place off-premise directional signs on the same property 

are encouraged to share a single sign structure.  They must meet the same size and location requirements 

of this section, however, the maximum height of the sign structure may be 8 feet.  Materials used should be 

of similar quality as the permanent on-site signs, i.e. painted plywood would not be acceptable.  A second 

sign in the same location that is not sharing a sign structure may not obstruct the view of the first sign. 
 

 g. Seasonal Signs 
 

Seasonal Signs are signs advertising seasonal or holiday products or services [could use more descriptive 

language here].  These signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in area and must be located on private 

property with the property owner’s permission.  There may be only one sign per 500 feet of street frontage 

or portion thereof and such signs must be removed within seven days after the end of the season.  These 

signs do not have to be set back from road rights-of-way. 
 
  

 h. Short-Term Personal Information Signs  
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  Short-term personal information signs, such as garage sale, lost and found pets, and wedding and reception 

directions, are allowed provided they are located on private property with the property owner’s permission. 

These signs shall not exceed six square feet in size, are limited to no more than seven consecutive days, 

and must be removed within twenty-four hours after the completion of the event. These signs do not have 

to be set back from road rights-of-way. 
 
 i. Sponsorship Signs 
 
  Sponsorship Signs are signs employed by a school or by a civic, fraternal, religious, charitable or similar 

organization, which identifies the sponsor (by name, address and/or logo, crest, insignia, trademark or 

emblem only) of recreational or sports facilities provided on the premises where such signs are displayed. 

“Sponsorship Fence Signs” shall mean sponsorship signs affixed to permanent fencing. “Facility” shall 

mean the entire premises of an elementary or secondary school or a recreation or a sports facility. These 

signs are intended to be used for a specific event or sporting season. They must meet all safety standards 

and local event/location restrictions imposed by the event committee, site owner, etc. Such signs intended 

to remain beyond the event or sporting season limitation shall be regulated as permanent signs under the 

appropriate definitions found in this ordinance. 
 
 j. Temporary Directional Signs  
 
  Temporary Directional Signs are intended for use with seasonal activities and for civic, church, or 

community special events [could use more descriptive language here] not associated with permanent 

business activities.  These signs shall be limited to eight in total number and shall not exceed 12 square 

feet per sign and must be located on private property with the property owner’s permission.  There may be 

only one sign per 500 feet of street frontage or portion thereof and such These signs do not have to be set 

back from road rights-of-way.  These signs must be removed within seven days after the end of the season 

or after the individual event for which it was intended.  Such signs do not constitute a land use unto 

themselves and are not considered Off-Premise Advertising Signs. 
 
 k. Vehicular Signs  
 
  Vehicular Signs are signs on vehicles or trailers, which are in a street legal operating condition.  Signage, 

no matter how attached or painted, on a currently, properly licensed vehicle (motorized or not - including 

trailers) used in the everyday conduct of the business or activity that it is advertising, is allowed.  Vehicles 

with such signage may be parked in normal designated parking places, but not on grassy areas, sidewalks, 

or other locations not normally available to customers or patrons of the business.  Disabled or unlicensed 

vehicles, on which signage has been placed, shall be regulated as permanent signs under the appropriate 

definitions found in this Ordinance.  Signs resting upon, mounted to and/or displayed from a parked 

vehicle, used other than as described above, shall be considered as Portable or Movable Signs. 
 
26.50 Business Signs  
 
 26.51 Location 
  

In Intensive Development Districts these signs must comply with the same buffering restrictions as the 

principal activity for which they advertise, except that they may be erected within the required setback 

unless other more restrictive provisions of this Ordinance apply.  In Restrictive Development Districts 

these signs must comply with the same buffering restrictions as the principal activity for which they 

advertise.  However, in all districts, any portion of a business sign must maintain at least a ten-foot 

setback from all property lines and the existing road right-of-way, unless otherwise specifically stated 

in this Ordinance.  If the distance from the edge of the road to the right-of-way is greater than 20 feet, 

the ten-foot setback from the road right-of-way shall not apply.  No sign shall be allowed to violate any 

of the requirements of Section 22.10, Driveway and Street Restrictions. 
 
 26.52 Maximum Display Area, Height, and Number of Signs 
 

Individual businesses and commercial centers may have one freestanding business sign per 500 feet of 

street frontage or portion thereof.  These signs shall comply with the following height and display area 

requirements: 
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  Location

Maximum 

Static Display 

Area per Sign

Maximum Changeable Copy 

or 

Electronic Message Board

Maximum 

Height 

 Restrictive Development Districts   75 square feet 40 square feet 15 8 feet

 Intensive Development Districts 100 square feet 60 square feet 20 feet

 Commercial Centers in ID District 300 square feet 80 square feet 35 feet

 Commercial Centers in RD District 150 square feet 40 square feet 15 feet
 
   Both the maximum static display area and the maximum changeable copy/electronic message board 

area may be utilized as part of each allowed individual or commercial center sign.  However, the 

maximum display area per sign shall not be increased with any exchange or substitution of the 

allowable area for changeable copy or electronic message. 
 

A parcel with frontage on different streets shall have the frontages regulated independently as to 

number of signs allowed.  
 

A parcel with street access only by an easement over another parcel may consider that easement 

frontage as an allowed location for a business sign provided it is allowed by the easement agreement.  A 

similar parcel that includes ownership of the strip of property which provides access may also consider 

that frontage as an allowed location for a business sign.  In both situations the signs must meet all of the 

requirements of this section including location restrictions. 
 

Multiple signs allowed on the same frontage of the same parcel must be located at least 500 feet apart. 
 

The maximum display area allowed for commercial centers includes any directory signs.  In addition, 

each business within a commercial center may erect one wall, projecting, or marquee sign; and, each 

individual business not within a commercial center may erect one wall, projecting, or marquee sign per 

street frontage. 
 

Changeable Copy Signs.  Signs on which message copy is changed manually through the utilization of 

attachable letters, numbers, symbols, and other similar characters or changeable pictorial panels.  Poster 

panels and printed boards are not considered changeable copy signs. 
 

Commercial Center.  A commercial complex consisting of more than one retail, commercial, or office 

establishment grouped together, usually developed under one ownership or management, and generally 

sharing parking areas and vehicular entrances and exits. 
 

Directory Sign.  Any sign listing only the names, uses, or locations of more than one business, activity, 

firm, professional office, or tenant within a building, group of buildings, or commercial center.  
 

Electronic Message Board.   An electrical or electronic sign using digital technology or a pattern of 

lights to form various words or graphics which is capable of changing copy continuously.  Images 

displayed using digital technology must be static messages and the content shall not include animated, 

flashing, scrolling or full-motion video elements.  Static images may not be continuously changing in 

such a manner that the changes are prominently visible to the traveling public.  Electronic Message 

Boards may change static messages once every 15 seconds provided the message does not change 

through flashing, scrolling, or any type animation.  All digital business signs shall have a method for 

controlling the illumination intensity or brilliance of the sign so that it shall not cause glare or impair 

the vision of motorists.  These signs shall not exceed a maximum illumination of 7500 nits (candelas 

per square meter) during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 500 nits between dusk to dawn 

as measured from the sign’s face.  This illumination can be regulated either by an automatic dimmer 

and photo cell sensor or through the use of computerized controls that accurately replicates these 

maximum illumination requirements. 
 
 26.53 Specialty Signs  

Canopy Signs are any signs which are erected on a separate, freestanding roof-like covering.  Only 

business logos or names are allowed as canopy signs, with a maximum of one logo or name on each 

canopy face.  A logo is the symbol or trademark of a company.  No portion of a canopy sign shall be 

permitted above the top of the roof of the covering to which it is attached, or permitted to be lower than 
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eight feet above ground level. An owner of a business with a canopy connected to a building has the 

option of using either canopy or marquee signage, but not both. 
 
   Driveway Signs indicating the direction of travel are required on all one-way driveways.  These signs 

must be above-ground signs, with a maximum height of 2½ feet, and located at the edge of the existing 

road right-of-way. 
 
   Marquee Signs are any signs erected, stenciled, engraved on, attached to, or suspended from a marquee.  

A marquee is defined as any hood, awning, or roof-like structure of permanent construction, which is 

supported from a wall of a building and projects beyond the building wall, and is generally designed 

and constructed to provide protection against the weather.  Such a sign shall not exceed 15 percent of 

the area of the wall of the first story of the building or business to which it is attached.  A maximum of 

12 feet in height can be used for this 15 percent measurement.  No portion of a marquee sign shall be 

permitted above the top of the roof of the building to which it is attached, or permitted to be lower than 

8 feet above ground level.  The marquee sign information may be dispersed anywhere on the marquee 

as long as the total display area of all information does not exceed the 15 percent requirement.  
 

Public Information Signs are signs containing no message, copy, announcement, or decoration other 

than instructions or directions to the public except for subordinate identity.  Such signs include, but are 

not limited to, identifying the following:  restrooms, public telephones, walkways, entrance and exit 

drives, freight entrances, and traffic directions.  Information signs shall be allowed on business lots 

provided that no such sign shall exceed 6 square feet in display area.  Information signs shall not count 

toward the maximum number of signs allowable nor the maximum display area of signs allowable. 
 

Projecting Signs are any signs which are erected on a building wall or structure and extend beyond the 

building wall more than twelve inches.  Such a sign shall not exceed 15 percent of the area of the wall 

of the first story of the building or business to which it is attached.  A maximum of 12 feet in height can 

be used for this 15 percent measurement.  No portion of a projecting sign shall be permitted above the 

top of the roof of the building to which it is attached, or permitted to be lower than 8 feet above ground 

level. 
 

Residential/Commercial/Industrial Subdivision and Residential Development Signs are permanent signs 

displaying no information other than the name of the subdivision, group housing development, 

apartment/condominium complex, or mobile home park.  Such signs may be either single signs or 

gateway signs (paired signs on each side of an entrance).  These signs shall not exceed 100 square feet 

each in display area, and shall not exceed a height of 6 feet.  However, the display area and height 

restrictions are not intended to apply to the entire decorative structure on which the sign is displayed.  

Within the same project, a single sign or pair of gateway signs must be at least 300 feet from another 

single sign or pair of gateway signs.  Such signs shall also be exempt from the 10-foot setback 

restriction of Section 26.51, but still must comply with the engineering criteria found in the Lexington 

County Land Development Guidelines Manual and the Driveway Restrictions found in Section 22.10 of 

this Ordinance.  A sign can be located in a road right-of-way median if such sign complies with all 

engineering criteria found in the Lexington County Development Guidelines. 
 

Wall Signs are signs attached to the exterior wall of a building or structure which do not extend beyond 

the building wall more than 12 inches.  Such a sign shall not exceed 15 percent of the area of the wall of 

the first story of the building or business to which it is attached.  A maximum of 12 feet in height can be 

used for this 15 percent measurement.  No portion of a wall sign shall be permitted to project above the 

wall of the building to which it is attached except in the case of signs mounted to the roof in which case 

no portion shall project above the top of the roof.  The wall sign information may be dispersed 

anywhere on the wall as long as the total display area of all information does not exceed the 15 percent 

requirement.  A “mural” is a painting applied to a wall containing no advertisement for any business 

product or activity.  A mural, as defined, will not be considered a wall sign.   
 
 26.54 High Rise Buildings  

Buildings which exceed five stories in height shall be permitted to erect one wall sign per wall at the 

top story of the building.  Such signs, shall only identify the name of the building or the major tenant.  

The display area of such signs shall not exceed 2 percent of the area of the wall to which it is attached.  

Such signs shall be permitted in addition to the requirements of this chapter. 
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26.55 Businesses Signs on Scenic Corridors and/or in Restricted Development Districts  
 

The following additional restrictions shall apply on Scenic Corridors as defined in the Lexington 

County Landscape Ordinance. 
 

  Location

Maximum 

Static Display 

Area per Sign

Maximum 

Changeable Copy 

Area

Maximum 

Height 

 Business Sign in Scenic Corridor 1   60 square feet 30 square feet 6 feet

 Business Sign in Scenic Corridor 2   60 square feet 30 square feet 6 feet

 Business Sign in Scenic Corridor 3 100 square feet 60 square feet 10 feet

 Commercial Center in Scenic Corridor 1 or 2 150 square feet 40 square feet 15 feet 

 Commercial Center in Scenic Corridor 3 200 square feet 60 square feet 20 feet 

 

Illuminated signs, including changeable copy area, for individual businesses and commercial centers 

located on Scenic Corridors 1 and 2, as defined in the Lexington County Landscaping Ordinance, or in 

Restrictive Development Districts as defined in the Lexington County Zoning Ordinance, shall meet 

one of the following conditions: 
 

Internally illuminated signs must be constructed so that only letters, numbers, and/or logos are 

illuminated; shall not have light reflecting backgrounds or letters; and shall have a matte finish. 
 

Externally illuminated signs shall have a steady stationary light source that is shielded and directed 

solely at the sign; shall have white light sources; and shall not have light reflecting backgrounds or 

letters. 

NOTE:  Need to address color of signs in this Scenic section. 

If digital technology is used, it must replicate the appearance standards outlined above. Images 

displayed must be static messages and the content shall not include animated, flashing, scrolling or full-

motion video elements.  Static images may not be continuously changing in such a manner that the 

changes are visible to the traveling public.  However, it is permissible to change images daily or hourly 

as necessary to communicate new information. 

26.60 Advertising Signs 
 
 This chart is a summary of many of the following restrictions concerning advertising signs: 
 

Locations where Advertising Signs 
are allowed

Maximum 
Display 

Area per Sign

Minimum 
Spacing 

Maximum 
Height

Minimum 
Height 

 Advertising Sign on interstate highways 672 square feet
2000 feet from sign 

on the same side 
110 feet none

 Advertising Sign on arterial 
        (with at least 4 lanes)

378 square feet
1000-foot radius 
from another sign 

45 feet 25 feet

 Advertising Sign on arterial 
        (with only 2 lanes)

288 square feet
1000-foot radius 
from another sign 

45 feet 25 feet

 
 

 26.61 Location  
 

Advertising signs are identified as principal activities in this article and are therefore subject to all other 

provisions of this Ordinance.  They shall be permitted only in the zoning districts where they are 

allowed, and provided only where they meet the street access requirements of this Ordinance.  

Regardless of the street access restrictions, advertising signs are allowed to locate on interstate 

highways, expressways, and frontage roads (except when classified RL4, RL5, or RL6) where their 

right-of-way is contiguous to an interstate highway or expressway; these signs, however, must be 

located within 200 feet of the right-of-way of the interstate or frontage road, if applicable.  No 
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advertising sign shall be allowed on Scenic Corridors 1 and 2, as defined in the Lexington County 

Landscape Ordinance, or within 1000 feet of the banks of the Saluda, Congaree, or Edisto Rivers.  

Advertising signs will also not be allowed on Arterial (A) streets with only two lanes unless the location 

of the sign meets the following criteria: 

 a. there are at least two non-residential activities within 600 feet of the sign location, 

 b. the nearest protected property line of a grandfathered residential use in the Intensive 

Development District is at least 1000 feet from the sign location, and 

 c. the nearest protected property line of a non-grandfathered residential use in the Intensive 

Development District is at least 600 feet from the sign location. 
 

All portions of advertising signs must maintain at least a 10-foot setback from all property lines and the 

existing road right-of-way.  If the distance from the edge of the road to the right-of-way is greater than 

20 feet, the 10-foot setback from the road right-of-way shall not apply.  In some locations, the required 

minimum setbacks may be greater than this.  Such signs shall also comply with all provisions of Section 

22.10, Driveway and Street Restrictions. 
 

To minimize the opportunity for visual distraction during vehicular merge operations, advertising signs 

will be restricted within the vicinity of interstate interchanges and rest areas.  No advertising sign 

located along an interstate may be erected within 500 feet of an interchange or rest area.  The 

interchange or rest area is considered to begin or end at the point where the pavement widens for an 

entrance or exit ramp/lane.  When the entrance or exit ramp/lane is not on the same side of the road as 

the proposed advertising sign, the point of measurement shall be determined by identifying the location 

of the relative pavement widening and applying it to an identical point on the side of the road where the 

advertising sign is proposed to be located. 
 
 26.62 Maximum Display Area 
 

The maximum display area for any advertising sign located along an interstate shall be 672 square feet 

plus a 10 percent allowance for copy extensions.  A copy extension is the part of the copy which 

extends beyond the edge or border of the sign, sometimes called a “cut-out” or “drop-out.” 
 

The maximum display area of advertising signs on any other highway shall be 288 square feet plus 10 

percent allowance for copy extensions, except for portions of Arterial (A) streets that have at least four 

lanes, which may have a maximum display area of 378 square feet plus 10 percent allowance for copy 

extensions.  Those designated portions must have the appropriate zoning district to support advertising 

signs. 
 
 26.63 Minimum Spacing 
 

No advertising sign located along an interstate shall be permitted to locate within 2000 feet of another 

sign on the same side of the roadway.  For non-interstate highways no advertising signs shall be 

permitted to locate within a 1000-foot radius of another advertising sign. 
 
 26.64 Maximum Height 
 

Advertising signs along interstates shall be permitted to a height of 110 feet above the elevation of the 

highest travel lane at the location of the sign.  The maximum height of advertising signs along other 

roadways shall not exceed 45 feet above the elevation of the roadway. 
 
 26.65 Minimum Height  

There shall be no minimum height of the display surface for advertising signs located along interstates.  
 
   The minimum height of the display surface of advertising signs on Arterial (A) Roads streets shall be 

25 feet above the elevation of the roadway, unless the display area does not exceed 200 square feet and 

placement of the sign does not block visibility of an existing business sign. 

 

 26.66 Small Advertising Signs Digital Technology 
 

Small advertising signs are not required to meet the spacing and height provisions of Sections 26.63, 

26.64, and 26.65, provided they have less than 72 square feet of display area, conform to the location 

requirements for advertising signs, stay 20 feet from any adjoining business signs, 500 feet from other 
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small advertising signs, and 300 feet* from advertising signs on the same side of the highway; and do 

not exceed 15 feet in height. 
 
   * As this is a state requirement, variances cannot be granted by the Board of Zoning Appeals. 
 
   Advertising signs using newer digital technology which allows static images to be changed instantly 

must follow the following restrictions: 

a. Images displayed must be static messages and the content shall not include animated, flashing, 

scrolling or full-motion video elements. 

b. The static images may be changed in succession at a rate no faster than once every 6 seconds. 

   c. Spacing of digital faces of these signs which are visible from the same direction shall not be closer 

than 2000 feet apart. 

   d. All digital advertising signs shall have an automatic dimmer and a photo cell sensor to adjust the 

illumination intensity or brilliance of the sign so that it shall not cause glare or impair the vision of 

motorists.  These signs shall not exceed a maximum illumination of 7500 nits (candelas per square 

meter) during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 500 nits between dusk to dawn as 

measured from the sign’s face. 

 26.67 South Carolina Code of Laws  

The sign regulations contained in this Ordinance are supplemented by the requirements of The State of 

South Carolina Department of Transportation which regulates off-premise advertising signs on 

interstate and federal aid road systems.  A permit from the State of South Carolina may contain some 

restrictions which are in addition to the requirements of this Ordinance.  Issuance of a Lexington 

County Zoning Permit does not imply approval of, or constitute a privilege to violate, any other 

applicable state or local ordinances, codes, laws, or private restrictive covenants. 
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(from Article 11 – NONCONFORMITY) 
 

Chapter 1. General 
 

113.30 Required Notice 

Notice must be given by the Zoning Administrator at least six months prior to the enforcement of any of the 

provisions of this Article, except for Sections 113.12 and 113.13 in which a 30-day notice shall be required. 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3. Nonconforming Signs 
 

113.00 General Provisions 

 113.01 Nonconforming Activities 

Signs associated with a nonconforming activity may be continued during the lawful life of the 

activity, but shall be made to comply with all other applicable sign provisions after ten years. 

 113.02 Reconstruction 

A nonconforming sign shall not be removed and rebuilt as a nonconforming sign, except when the 

South Carolina Department of Transportation or Lexington County Public Works requires the sign 

to be relocated for improvements within a road right-of-way. However, such relocation shall not 

increase the degree of nonconformity, as determined by the Zoning Administrator. 

 113.03 Extension or Enlargement 

A nonconforming sign shall not be extended or enlarged except in conformity with these 

regulations. 

 113.04 Reconstruction after Damage 

A nonconforming sign shall not be rebuilt, altered, or repaired except in conformity with these 

regulations after sustaining damage exceeding 50% of the replacement cost of the sign at the time 

of the damage. 

 113.05 Ordinary Maintenance 

Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to prevent the ordinary maintenance and repair of a 

nonconforming sign or replacement of a broken part of a nonconforming sign. 

 113.06 Change of Copy 

Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to prevent the ordinary change of copy on an advertising 

sign or a business changeable copy sign. 

113.10 Amortization 

The Board of Zoning Appeals may extend any deadlines contained in this Chapter if it is determined that the 

regulation would be a financial hardship for the owner of the sign. This hardship must have occurred through 

contractual obligations in effect before the adoption of these restrictions. However, in the case of the 

principal activity category of Churches, the Board should give special consideration to any financial 

hardship. 

 113.11 Location 

Signs which are not an allowed activity because of district designation or road classification, shall 

be removed within ten years after the effective date of these regulations. 
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 113.12 Advertising Signs 

All advertising signs which are nonconforming shall be allowed to remain as installed in their 

existing location as long as they comply with the provisions contained in Section 26.10. 

Signs using Digital Technology as regulated in Section 26.66 shall be brought into compliance with 

these regulations within 90 days. 

 113.13 Business Signs 

All business signs which are nonconforming shall be allowed to remain as installed in their existing 

location as long as they comply with the provisions contained in Section 26.10. 

Electronic Message Boards as regulated in Section 26.52 shall be brought into compliance with 

these regulations within 90 days. 

 113.14 Temporary Signs 

All nonconforming temporary signs shall be removed or made conforming within one year after the 

effective date of these regulations. 

 113.15 Special Requirements 

Any sign violating the provisions of Sections 26.10, 26.20, or 26.30 shall be removed or made 

conforming within 90 days after the effective date of these regulations. 

 113.16 Windblown Signs 

All nonconforming windblown signs shall be removed within nine months after the effective date 

of these regulations. 

113.20 Change in Business Signs 

Whenever any nonconforming sign, or part thereof, is replaced, converted, or altered more than just the 

replacement of the sign face, the entire sign shall be brought into compliance with these regulations. 

113.30 Substantial Repairs, Remodeling, or Expansion 

Whenever a business is repaired, altered, remodeled, or expanded to an extent exceeding 50% of the current 

replacement cost of the building within any period of 12 months, all signs, other than freestanding signs, 

shall be brought into compliance with these regulations. 
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