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On September 15, 2008, the 
Community Development Departmentôs 
Grant Programs Division sponsored its 
2009 Application Workshop for the 
Countyôs Community Development 
Block Grant Program (CDBG) and the 
HOME Investment Partnerships 
Program (HOME). Representatives 
from various municipalities, non-profit 
organizations, and banking institutions 
attended the workshop. The annual 
workshop begins the process of 
selecting projects to be funded through 
the Countyôs Community Development 
grant programs.  
 
ñThe Application Workshop gives us a 
unique opportunity to dialogue with the 
many partners that help us implement 
our grant programs within the County,ò 
said Community Development Director 
Ronald Scott. 
 
Among the highlights of the workshop 
was an overview of the Countyôs new 
HOME Investment Partnerships  
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(HOME) Program. Effective in 2008, 
the County qualified for participation in 
the HOME Program sponsored by the 
US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). HOME is 
designed to support the creation of 
affordable housing opportunities in the 
community. The program is federally 
funded and provides grants to states 
and local governments to fund a wide 
range of activities that build, buy, and/
or rehabilitate affordable housing for 
income eligible households. The 
shared vision to create affordable 
housing will result in important 
partnerships between the County, 
municipalities, local non-profit 
community housing development 
organizations, and most importantly 
low- and moderate-income residents 
(LMI). 
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The Community Development 
Report  is a publication of the 
Lexington County Community 
Development Department. The 
Commun i t y  Deve lopment 
Department coordinates the 
permitting and development 
functions for current and future 
residential, commercial, and 
industrial interests of Lexington 
County. These activities are 
accomplished by several 
divisions in cooperation with 
other County departments and 
outside agencies. 
 
The Development Division and 
the Building Inspections and 
Safety Division are responsible 
for many of the County's 
development review services. 
This includes zoning permits, 
building inspections and permits, 
and landscape  permi ts . 
Subdivision review also is 
administered through this office 
in conjunction with the Public 
Works Department. 
 
The Department also promotes 
community development through 
its Grant Programs Division 
which administers the County's 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Program and 
HOME Investment Partnership  
(HOME) Program funded by the 
US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD). 
CDBG and HOME project 
activities are targeted to provide 
decent housing and a suitable 
living environment, to expand 
economic opportunities, and to 
provide affordable housing for 
low-and-moderate income 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  l o c a t e d 
throughout the County. 
 
If you have questions about 
zoning, landscape requirements, 
subdivision of property, building 
permits, building inspections, or 
the CDBG and HOME programs 
in Lexington County, e-mail: 
CDCustomerService@lex -co.com  
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The HOME Program will allow a unique 
opportunity for the County to design and 
implement affordable housing strategies 
tailored specifically to the Countyôs 
needs.  Currently, staff are establishing 
guidelines and requirements that will 
maximize HOMEôs benefit to the 
community.  Once guidelines are 
established,  program activities will begin.  
 
The HOME Program will fund a broad 
range of housing activities to include 
rehabilitation, new construction, 
acquisition of standard housing, and 
assistance to new homebuyers. For the 
fiscal year 2008-09, the County has 
tentatively outlined five (5) major 
program areas of concentration:   
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Homeownership Assistance: Income 
eligible first-time homebuyers will now 
have the opportunity to receive down 
payment assistance and/or closing cost 
assistance through this program. 
Assistance will typically not exceed 
$5,000 per single family dwelling unit. 
Qualifying homebuyers must be 
employed and/or show proof of income.  
Program participants will also have the 
opportunity to participate in housing 
education and counseling classes 
sponsored by the HOME Program.   
 
Housing Rehabilitation: This project will 
assist LMI homeowners with significant 
repairs needed for their primary 
residence, typically not to exceed 
$20,000. Funding will be provided for 
repairs, inspection/estimate services, 
lead-based paint testing, and for 
relocation and storage costs for the 
residents during home rehabilitation. 
Assistance will be provided in the form 
of loans and/or grants.  
 
New Construction: The HOME Program 
will partner with Central SC Habitat for 
Humanity to acquire five (5) lots and to 
provide water/sewer connections for the 
lots. Habitat will use the lots to construct  
five new homes. Each home will be 
owned by an LMI person/family and will 
be subject to the required HOME 
affordability periods. Additional funding 
will be provided to this project in the 
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