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The Lexington County Community 
Development Departmentôs Minor 
Home Repair Program  is making a 
positive impact on the lives of several 
residents of Lexington County. The 
program is funded by the Lexington 
County Community Block Grant 
(CDBG) Program and provides 
financial assistance to low and 
moderate-income residents for minor 
repairs to their home. The focus of 
this program is to help homeowners 
correct minor deficient conditions in 
their homes.  
 
Through the Minor Home Repair 
Program, homeowners who meet 
certain eligibility requirements can 
qualify and receive between $1,000 to 
$7,500 in CDBG funds in the form of a 
grant for eligible minor home repairs. 
Residents may apply for assistance 
anytime applications are accepted. A 
resident may only be awarded one 
grant from the Minor Home Repair 
Program within a ten (10) year period.   
 

The Program is limited to those living in 
unincorporated areas of Lexington 
County. Residents of a municipality are 
not eligible to apply for assistance. The 
program will only cover repairs at the 
property ownerôs primary residence 
(not sheds, detached garages, etc.) 
and cannot repair/replace non-
essential items (i.e. swimming pools). 
A few examples of minor home repairs 
covered under the program include:   
 

Minor roof repair 
Repair/replace HVAC system 
Repair/replace water heater 
Repair/replace insulation 
Repair/install handrails 
Improvements for the purpose of 
handicap accessibility (ramps, etc.) 

 
The Minor Home Repair Program uses 
the 2003 International Property 
Maintenance Code as the minimum 
property standard. This standard 
ensures that all houses rehabilitated 
with HUD funds adequately address 
and protect public health, safety, and 
welfare. No repairs can be made 
involving paint deterioration or repairs 
that would invoke the requirements of 
24 CFR Part 35 (lead-based paint 
poisoning prevention in certain 
residential structures). 
 
The County is currently accepting 
applications from eligible homeowners  
for minor home repairs (see eligibility 
requirements on page 7). Interested 
homeowners must  submi t  an 
application for consideration.   

Community Development Minor Home 
Repair Program Makes a Positive Impact  

A home improved through the Minor Home Repair Program  

Before  After  

Old kitchen/pantry floor in a state of disrepair New kitchen/pantry floor 
Continued on page 7  



On August 1, 2007 the SC Department 
of Health and Environmental Control 
issued Lexington County their certificate 
of coverage under the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
General Permit for Stormwater 
Discharges from Regulated Small 
Municipal Separate Stormwater System 
(MS4s).  Coverage was also issued for 
the Cities of Cayce, West Columbia, 
and the Towns of Irmo, Lexington, Pine 
R idge ,  Sou th  C onga ree ,  and 
Springdale.  The NPDES MS4 permit 
requires counties and municipalities to 
control the level of pollutants that enter 
and leave its storm drainage system. 
 
Pollution from stormwater discharges is 
one of the leading causes of impairment 
to the nationôs waterways according to 
the Environmental Protection Agency.  
Storm drainage lines are not connected 
to a treatment system.  They empty 
directly into local creeks, streams, rivers 
and wetlands.  Any pollutants picked up 
by stormwater runoff are deposited in 
the waterways. 
 
In an effort to comply with the NDPES 
requirements, Lexington Countyôs 
Public Works Stormwater Division 
(PWSD) has implemented a new 
Stormwater Management Ordinance 
and Land Development Manual.  Many 
of the requirements in the new 
ordinance and manual are aimed at 
achieving water quality, reducing runoff 
volume, and increasing enforcement.  
Some of the new requirements include: 
 

The development of a stormwater 
conceptual plan that must be 
discussed before actual plans are 
submitted for review. 

 
Homebuilders disturbing greater 
than one (1) acre must receive a 
General Land Disturbance Permit 
from the Public Works Stormwater 
Division.   

 
Homebuilders disturbing less than 
one (1) acre must sign off on 

sediment and erosion control 
responsibilities before obtaining a 
building permit.  

 
I n c r e a s e d  e m p h a s i s  o n 
maintenance of privately owned 
s t o r m w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t 
facilities. 

 
Sites five (5) acres or greater 
must implement permanent water 
quality structures. 

 
Buffers will be required on USGS 
blue line streams, ponds, and 
lakes connected to a blue line 
stream. 

 
Development in an impaired 
watershed must show that the 
development will not adversely 
impact or further degrade the 
watershed. 

 
All disturbed areas must be 
stabilized before performing a 
final inspection and/or issuing a 
Certificate of Occupancy (CO).  
Stabilization calls for 70% density 
of permanent vegetation across 
the entire disturbed area. 

 
The Stormwater Ordinance and Land 
Development Manual has been 
adopted by all municipalities within the 
County except for the Town of Summit.    
T h i s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n 
governments shows that the County 
and local municipalities are doing their 
best to improve water quality 
countywide.  For questions concerning 
the new NPDES requirements contact 
the Lexington County Public Works 
Stormwater Division at (803) 785-8634. 
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The Community Development 
Report  is a publication of the 
Lexington County Community 
Development Department. The 
Commun i t y  Deve lopment 
Department coordinates the 
permitting and development 
functions for current and future 
residential, commercial, and 
industrial interests of Lexington 
County. These activities are 
accomplished by several 
divisions in cooperation with 
other County departments and 
outside agencies. 
 
The Development Division and 
Building Safety/Inspections 
Division are responsible for 

ma n y  o f  t h e  C ou n ty ' s 
development review services. 
This includes zoning permits, 
building inspections and permits, 
and landscape  permi ts . 
Subdivision review also is 
administered through this office 
in conjunction with the Public 
Works Department. 
 
The Department also promotes 
community development through 
the County's Community 
Development Block Grant 
Program (CDBG) funded by the 

US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD). 
CDBG project activities are 
targeted to provide decent 
housing, a suitable living 
environment, and to expand 
economic opportunities for low 
a n d  m o d e r a t e  i n c o m e 
neighborhoods located in the 
unincorporated areas of the 
County. 
 
If you have questions about 
zoning, building permits, 
inspections, or the Community 
Development Block Grant 
program in Lexington County, e-
mail: CDCustomerService@lex -
co.com  
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SC Department of Transportation Requirements  
Before a structure can be moved across the road 
right-of-way, you must apply for and receive an 
SCDOT Oversize/Overweight Permit. This permit 
allows the structure to be moved using the 
roadway system. The process for obtaining the 
Oversize/Overweight Permit is as follows: 
  

Contact a licensed and insured house/structure 
moving company of your choice.  
Identify a moving route for the structure. 
Submit the proposed moving route and 
relocation time to the SCDOT District Resident 
Maintenance Engineer. 
A DOT Maintenance Engineer will ride the 
route and approve/disapprove the request. 
A permit will be issued by SCDOT if the route 
is approved. 

 
It is the responsibility of the mover (not any of the 
involved government agencies) to contact all utility 
companies regarding raising or lowering utility lines 
on an identified route. For questions about other 
specific SCDOT requirements for moving a 
structure, contact SCDOT at (803) 253-6250. 
 
Important Tax Information  
One common problem taxpayers may encounter 
when moving a structure is the possibility that the 
structure may be taxed twice. Unless duly notified, 
the Assessorôs Office may not be aware of the 
location from which the structure originated in order 
to update the appropriate tax records.  
 
When moving a structure, it is important for the 
owner to inform the Assessorôs Office of the 
original location and the new location. This will 
ensure the proper taxes will be assessed at both 
properties for the following year. For questions 
regarding the tax consequences of moving a 
structure, contact the Assessorôs Office at  
(803) 785-8190.  

Relocating a Structure in Lexington County  
Most people have had the experience of seeing a large 
truck traveling down the road carrying a house or 
mobile home. However, many people do not know the 
process and steps required to move a structure from 
one location to another. There are three main agencies 
involved in the process of moving a structure within 
Lexington County: the Lexington County Community 
Development Department, the Lexington County Tax 
Assessorôs Office, and the South Carolina Department 
of Transportation (SCDOT). Each entity has its own 
requirements for moving a structure.  
 
Lexington County Requirements  
Lexington County does not issue permits to move a 
structures across the road right-of-way. However, 
moving permits are required by the SC Department of 
Transportation. The County does require that a 
Manufactured Housing Moving Permit be issued from 
the Mobile Home Division of the Assessor's Office 
before a mobile home can be moved within the County. 
A building permit must also be obtained to set-up the 
structure at its new location. Set-up at a new location 
will include installation of the new foundation, 
reconnection of utilities, and other items. The 
Community Development Departmentôs Building 
Inspections and Safety Division must also be informed 
of the septic/sewer availability at the new location and 
the location from which the structure is being moved.  
 
If you plan to build an addition or perform renovations  
and/or upgrades to the structure once it has been 
relocated, additional building permits will be required 
by the Lexington County Building Inspections and 
Safety Division. For questions regarding specific 
County requirements to set-up a relocated structure, 
please contact the Building Inspections and Safety 
Division at (803) 785-8130.  


