2008-2009 CDBG PROJECTS

Gibson Road Sidewalk, Town of Lexington:
Funds to construct a sidewalk along the eastbound land of Gibson Road
from Augusta Highway (US 1) to South Lake Drive (Highway 6).

Alexander Road Sidewalk Phase Il, City of West Columbia:
Funds to construct a crosswalk and continue a sidewalk along Alexander
Road in West Columbia.

Lexington County Needs Analysis, Central Midlands Council of
Governments:

Funds to conduct a comprehensive analysis of Lexington County needs
that can be addressed through the County’s CDBG Program.

Main Street Property, Town of Gilbert:

Funds to demolish two dilapidated buildings on Main Street in the Town of
Gilbert. The Town owns both buildings, which are a blight on downtown
Gilbert.

Lexington Economic Advancement Project (LEAP), Midlands
Workforce Development Board:

Funds to administer WorkKeys, a skill assessment test and training, to
333 low-and-moderate income persons in Lexington County.

State Street Streetscaping Phase lll, City of Cayce:
Funds to continue State Street Streetscaping from Poplar Street to
Michaelmas Avenue in Cayce.

Triangle City Fagade Improvements Phase I, City of West Columbia:
Funds to improve the facades of buildings in a 2-block area along the east
side of 12th Street from B Avenue to D Avenue. Fagade improvements
include: painting, new awnings, walkway and signage lighting, and more
uniform signage.

Truck and Trailer Purchase, Sistercare:

Funds to purchase a truck and trailer to move the personal belongings of
women and their children from Sistercare’s Lexington County shelters to
independent living quarters.

Senior Center, City of Cayce:
Funds to conduct a study to determine the practicality and feasibility of
constructing a senior center for residents 65 years of age or older.

Pine Street Paving, Town of South Congaree:

Funds to pave Pine Street, a dirt road located in the Town of South
Congaree, which is maintained by Lexington County. The surrounding
streets are paved.

Women’s Community Residence Van, LRADAC:

Funds to purchase an 8-passenger van to expand their vehicle fleet to
assist in providing transportation assistance to the Women's
Community Residence in Lexington County.
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LINKS

State Housing, Finance and Development Authority (Section 8, Home-

ownership Loans)
e www.sha.state.sc.us
Governor’s Office— Office of Economic Opportunity
e Www.govoepp.state.sc.us
United Way of the Midlands
e www.uwmidlands.org
SC Human Affairs Commission
e www.state.sc.us/schac
HUD Community Planning and Development
o www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/
SC Department of Commerce
e Www.sccommerce.com
Central Midlands Council of Governments
e www.centralmidlands.org
Lexington Recreation and Aging Commission (Meals on Wheels)
e www.lcrac.com
Lexington Interfaith Community Services
e www.licssc.org
Fair Housing
o www.hud.gov/office/fheo/index.cfm
USDA Rural Information Center
e www.nal.usda.gov/ric
US Department of Health and Human Services
e www.hhs.gov
United States Small Business Administration (Small Business Loans)
e www.sba.gov/sc/
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
On The Right Road

BUILDING BETTER FUTURES

IN LEXINGTON COUNTY

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

212 South Lake Drive, Suite 401
Lexington, SC 29072

Phone: (803) 785-8121
Fax: (803)785-8188

www.lex-co.com/Departments/CommunityDevelopment/Index.html
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WHAT IS CDBG?

Lexington County has been allocated approximately $1.4 million from
the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) for the 2008-2009 Community Development Block Grant
Program (CDBG). CDBG funds are spent on projects and activities
that primarily assist low and moderate-income persons in securing:

e Decent housing
o Suitable living environments
e Expanded economic opportunities

Every project and activity must meet one of three National Objectives:
e Principally benefit low and moderate income (LMI) persons

e Aid in the elimination of slums and blight
e Meet an urgent or unanticipated need

LIMITATIONS

Activities including religious, political, or fund-raising activities,
construction of new housing, and direct payments to individuals are
not eligible for assistance with CDBG funds.

TIMELINE

Projects to be funded through the CDBG program are determined
each year and are identified in the Annual Action Plan (see
Consolidated Plan). Proposals are solicited from various agencies as
well as County departments that address the priorities of the Program
including water and sewer providers, public safety staff, public works
staff, non-profit agencies, and others.

An annual application workshop is held each fall to assist potential
applicants with the CDBG application process.

Projects are evaluated and recommended by the Community
Development Advisory Board and the CDBG staff in the fall and winter
months and then selected by County Council in late winter in
conjunction with the County’s annual budget cycle.

PRIORITIES

The priorities of the CDBG program are established and reviewed
every five years as part of the Consolidated Plan process. For
program years 2005 — 2009 the following priorities have been
established:

o Ensure adequate and dependable public facilities are available to
provide for basic and essential needs and services.

e Ensure adequate and safe infrastructure to meet basic needs of
residents.

e Develop and produce plans and studies that will assist in
identifying and evaluating community needs and establish
strategies for implementation.

o Establish or support programs that provide needed public
services and/or increase the level of services provided by existing
programs.

o Support and provide assistance to nonprofit and for-profit entities
that create, increase or retain employment opportunities for LMI
persons.

o  Provide and/or support adequate, safe and affordable housing.

e Provide mechanisms and forums for collaboration, coordination,
and building community capacity through service providers.

o Support programs that provide housing and services for homeless
populations.

HOW CAN FUNDS BE SPENT?

CDBG funds can be spent in many different ways to improve
communities. Potential activities include:

o Housing repair programs

o Infrastructure improvements including roads, bridges, and water
and sewer facilities

e Community and senior centers

o Other facilities for the public including libraries and parks

Public services carried out by non-profit agencies such as Meals

on Wheels, YMCA, domestic violence shelters, etc.

Code enforcement

Accessibility improvements for the disabled

Job Training

Historic Preservation

CONSOLIDATED PLAN

Federal requirements of the CDBG program include the preparation
of an annual plan and performance report and a five-year plan
updated every five years. Collectively, these requirements are
known as the “Consolidated Plan’. These documents provide an
analysis of the County’s housing and community development, how
CDBG funds will be utilized, and the annual accomplishments of the
CDBG program. Citizens are provided with the opportunity to
participate and comment on each of these documents. To read any
of these documents, go to www.lex-co.com and click on Community
Development, then click on Community Development Block Grant
Program.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q: Who determines what projects will be funded each year?

A: Various methods are employed in determining how funds are to
be expended each year. Citizen input at public hearings, comments
submitted from the public, comments from low and moderate-
income service providers, and input from County Council, the CDBG
staff and other County departments are key factors in identifying
projects to be funded. Funding recommendations are made to
County Council by CDBG staff with input from the Community
Development Advisory Committee. County Council then decides
what projects are to be funded. The review process begins in the
fall and generally ends in late winter.

Q: How does the County receive CDBG funds each year?

A: Lexington County is eligible under Title | of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, to automatically
receive annual allocations of CDBG monies each year under the
Grant Entitlement Program. Section 24 Part 570 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) regulates the CDBG entitlement
program.

Q: What are some of the program requirements?

A: A majority of funds must be spent on projects that benefit low and
moderate-income persons. Every project must meet one of the
national objectives and must be consistent with the County’s
community development goals and objectives identified in the
Consolidated Plan.
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